
February 25, 2002

OIL AND GAS DOCKET NO. 03-0221761
______________________________________________________________________________
ENFORCEMENT ACTION AGAINST CHRISTENSEN & MATTHEWS FOR VIOLATIONS OF STATEWIDE
RULES ON THE SCANLAN -B- (04135) LEASE, WELL NO. 1, THOMPSON, NORTH FIELD, FORT
BEND COUNTY, TEXAS.                                                                                                                     
         

APPEARANCES:  

FOR MOVANT: MOVANT:

Barbara Epstein, Staff Attorney Railroad Commission of Texas
Joe Mayorga, Engineer “ ”
Guy Grossman, Director, District 3 “ ”

FOR RESPONDENT: RESPONDENT:

Steve Christensen, Engineer Christensen & Matthews
Mary Sue Christensen Key “ ”

PROPOSAL FOR DECISION

PROCEDURAL HISTORY

DATE OF REQUEST FOR ACTION: March 17, 1999
DATE CASE HEARD:     November 15, 2001
RECORD CLOSED: November 15, 2001
PFD PREPARED BY: Mark Helmueller, Hearings Examiner

Thomas Richter, Technical Examiner
PFD CIRCULATION DATE: February 25, 2002
CURRENT STATUS: Protested



Oil and Gas Docket Nos. 03-0221761 Page 2

ST
A

T
E

M
E

N
T

 O
F 

T
H

E

Th
is

 w
as

 a
 C

om
m

is
si

on
-c

al
le

d

de
te

rm
in

e 
w

he
th

er
 th

e 
re

sp
on

de
nt

pr
oc

ed
ur

es
 fo

r W
el

l N
o.

 1
 o

n 
th

e 
Sc

a
C

ou
nt

y,
 T

ex
as

 a
re

 a
de

qu
at

e 
to

 p
ro

te
ct

 
St

at
ew

id
e 

R
ul

e 
14

.  
B

ec
au

se
 th

is
 c

as
e 

is
 p

r
m

at
te

r, 
ad

di
tio

na
l i

ss
ue

s i
nc

lu
de

: w
he

th
er

 th
e 

R
es

ou
rc

es
 C

od
e,

 th
e 

Te
xa

s 
W

at
er

 C
od

e,
 a

nd
 C

o
pr

ev
en

tio
n 

or
 c

on
tro

l o
f p

ol
lu

tio
n 

by
 fa

ili
ng

 to
 p

lu
g 

o
sa

id
 st

at
ut

es
 an

d 
St

at
ew

id
e R

ul
e 

14
; a

nd
 w

he
th

er
 th

e 
re

pe
na

lti
es

 o
f n

ot
 m

or
e 

th
an

 $
10

,0
00

.0
0 

pe
r d

ay
 fo

r e
ac

h 
of

 B
ar

ba
ra

 E
ps

te
in

, 
St

af
f 

A
tto

rn
ey

, 
ap

pe
ar

ed
 a

t 
th

e 
he

ar
in

g 

C
om

m
is

si
on

 o
f 

Te
xa

s, 
En

fo
rc

em
en

t 
Se

ct
io

n.
  

G
uy

 G
ro

ss
m

an
, t

D
iv

is
io

n 
3,

 a
nd

 Jo
e 

M
ay

or
ga

, a
n 

en
gi

ne
er

 in
 th

e 
C

om
m

is
si

on
’s

 O
il 

&
as

 w
itn

es
se

s. 
  

M
ar

y 
K

ey
 a

nd
 S

te
ve

n 
C

hr
is

te
ns

en
 a

pp
ea

re
d 

on
 b

eh
En

fo
rc

em
en

t 
Se

ct
io

n'
s 

he
ar

in
g 

fil
e 

w
as

 a
dm

itt
ed

 i
nt

o 
ev

id
en

ce
. 

 T
he

 s
ta

C
hr

is
te

ns
en

 b
e 

or
de

re
d 

to
 e

ng
ag

e 
in

 fu
rth

er
 a

tte
m

pt
s t

o 
pr

op
er

ly
 p

lu
g 

th
e 

w
el

l 
be

tw
ee

n 
$0

 a
nd

 $
3,

00
0.

00
 fo

r t
he

 v
io

la
tio

n 
of

 S
ta

te
w

id
e 

R
ul

e 
14

(b
)(

2)
.  

Th
e 

ex
am

C
hr

is
te

ns
en

 s
ho

ul
d 

be
 o

rd
er

ed
 t

o 
pl

ug
 t

he
 w

el
l 

bu
t 

be
lie

ve
 t

ha
t 

no
 a

dm
in

is
tra

ti
w

ar
ra

nt
ed

 u
nd

er
 th

es
e 

un
us

ua
l c

irc
um

st
an

ce
s.

D
IS

C
U

SS
IO

N
 O

F 
T

H
E

 E
V

ID
E

N
C

E

E
nf

or
ce

m
en

t’
s P

os
iti

on
 a

nd
 E

vi
de

nc
e

En
fo

rc
em

en
t p

re
se

nt
ed

 C
om

m
is

si
on

 re
co

rd
s s

ho
w

in
g 

th
at

 th
e m

os
t r

ec
en

t a
pp

ro
ve

d 
P-

5 
fo

r

C
hr

is
te

ns
en

 w
as

 f
ile

d 
M

ar
ch

 4
, 1

99
7.

  
M

ar
y 

Su
e 

C
hr

is
te

ns
en

 K
ey

 a
nd

 S
te

ve
n 

C
hr

is
te

ns
en

 a
re

id
en

tif
ie

d 
as

 p
ar

tn
er

s i
n 

th
e c

om
pa

ny
 o

n 
th

e l
as

t o
rg

an
iz

at
io

n 
re

po
rt.

  C
om

m
is

si
on

 re
co

rd
s a

ls
o 

sh
ow

th
at

 M
s. 

K
ey

 a
nd

 M
r. 

C
hr

is
te

ns
en

 w
er

e 
lis

te
d 

on
 th

e 
or

ga
ni

za
tio

n 
re

po
rt 

as
 e

ar
ly

 a
s 1

98
6.

C
om

m
is

si
on

 re
co

rd
s 

in
di

ca
te

 th
at

 re
sp

on
de

nt
 o

bt
ai

ne
d 

a 
pe

rm
it 

to
 d

ril
l W

el
l N

o.
 1

 o
n 

th
e

Sc
an

la
n 

-B
- (

04
13

5)
 L

ea
se

,  i
n 

Fo
rt 

B
en

d 
C

ou
nt

y,
 T

ex
as

 in
 1

94
6.

  A
 co

m
pl

et
io

n 
re

po
rt 

w
as

 fi
le

d 
on

M
ay

 6
, 1

94
7.

  T
he

 su
bj

ec
t w

el
l i

s c
om

pl
et

ed
 a

s f
ol

lo
w

s:
 S

ur
fa

ce
 c

as
in

g 
(1

0-

3/4")
 se

t a
t 1

,2
75

' w
ith

ce
m

en
t c

irc
ul

at
ed

 fr
om

 th
e c

as
in

g 
sh

oe
 to

 th
e g

ro
un

d 
su

rf
ac

e;
 p

ro
du

ct
io

n 
ca

si
ng

 (5
-1/2")

 se
t a

t 7
,9

80
.

Th
e 

pr
od

uc
tio

n 
ca

si
ng

 w
as

 p
er

fo
ra

te
d 

be
tw

ee
n 

7,
95

2'
 to

 7
,9

58
'. C

hr
is

te
ns

en
 fu

rth
er

 a
ck

no
w

le
dg

ed
its

 s
ta

tu
s 

as
 o

pe
ra

to
r o

f t
he

 w
el

l b
y 

fil
in

g 
a 

C
om

m
is

si
on

 F
or

m
 S

W
-1

 (P
ro

du
ce

r’
s 

C
er

tif
ic

at
e 

of
C

om
pl

ia
nc

e 
an

d 
A

ut
ho

riz
at

io
n 

to
 T

ra
ns

po
rt 

O
il 

or
 G

as
 fr

om
 L

ea
se

), 
ef

fe
ct

iv
e 

M
ar

ch
 4

, 1
95

0 
, a

nd
ap

pr
ov

ed
 b

y 
th

e 
C

om
m

is
si

on
 o

n 
M

ar
ch

 7
, 1

95
0.

 



Oil and Gas Docket Nos. 03-0221761 Page 3

C
om

m
is

si
on

 r
ec

or
ds

 

C
om

m
is

si
on

 o
n 

N
ov

em
b

sc
he

du
le

.  
Th

e w
el

l r
ep

or
te

dl
re

co
rd

s f
ro

m
 in

di
vi

du
al

 le
as

e 
le

En
fo

rc
em

en
t a

ck
no

w
le

dg
ed

 th
at

 C
hr

is

th
e 

w
el

l w
as

 u
ns

uc
ce

ss
fu

l d
ue

 to
 b

lo
ck

En
fo

rc
em

en
t a

ls
o 

ac
kn

ow
le

dg
ed

 th
at

 C
hr

is
t

to
 re

m
ov

e 
th

e 
bl

oc
ka

ge
 fr

om
 th

e 
w

el
l. 

 T
he

 e
st

is
 $

8,
10

0.
00

, n
ot

 in
cl

ud
in

g 
th

e 
co

st
s o

f a
ny

 fu
rth

 T
he

 T
ex

as
 N

at
ur

al
 R

es
ou

rc
es

 an
d 

C
on

se
rv

at
io

n 
C

om
m

Fo
rm

 W
-3

A
 (N

ot
ic

e o
f I

nt
en

tio
n 

to
 P

lu
g 

an
d 

A
ba

nd
on

) i
nd

in
 th

e 
ar

ea
 o

f t
he

 w
el

l t
o 

a 
de

pt
h 

of
 -2

25
0 

fe
et

. S
up

er
io

r q
ua

l
fe

et
 w

hi
ch

 m
us

t b
e 

is
ol

at
ed

 f
ro

m
 w

at
er

 i
n 

th
e 

un
de

rly
in

g 
be

pl
ug

gi
ng

 p
ro

ce
du

re
 re

qu
ire

d 
ce

m
en

t p
lu

gs
 to

 b
e 

se
t a

t 7
,9

52
', 

be
t

1,
85

0'
 to

 1
,9

50
'.  

A
dd

iti
on

al
ly

 th
e p

ro
ce

du
re

 re
qu

ire
d 

th
e p

ro
du

ct
io

n 
c

at
1,

32
5'

 w
ith

 an
ot

he
r p

lu
g 

se
t a

t t
ha

t d
ep

th
 an

d 
a s

ur
fa

ce
 p

lu
g.

  E
nf

or
ce

m
e

al
l n

or
m

al
ly

 ac
ce

pt
ed

 m
et

ho
ds

 h
av

e b
ee

n 
us

ed
, C

hr
is

te
ns

en
 sh

ou
ld

 m
ak

e f
ur

t
th

e 
bl

oc
ka

ge
 fr

om
 th

e 
w

el
l. 

 T
hi

s w
ou

ld
 e

ns
ur

e 
th

at
 th

e 
w

el
l w

ou
ld

 b
e 

pl
ug

ge
d

w
ou

ld
 p

ro
te

ct
 u

sa
bl

e 
qu

al
ity

 w
at

er
. 

 I
f 

fu
rth

er
 e

ff
or

ts
 p

ro
ve

 t
o 

be
 u

ns
uc

ce
ss

f
co

nc
ed

es
 th

at
 it

 m
ay

 b
e 

ne
ce

ss
ar

y 
to

 p
lu

g 
th

e 
w

el
l a

t t
he

 le
ve

l o
f t

he
 c

ur
re

nt
 b

lo
ck

ag
C

hr
is

te
ns

en
’s

 P
os

iti
on

 a
nd

 E
vi

de
nc

e

C
hr

is
te

ns
en

 a
ck

no
w

le
dg

es
 th

at
 th

e 
w

el
l i

s i
na

ct
iv

e 
an

d 
th

at
 it

 is
 re

sp
on

si
bl

e 
fo

r p
lu

gg
in

g.
 

B
ot

h 
of

 th
e 

or
ig

in
al

 p
ar

tn
er

s 
in

 th
e 

co
m

pa
ny

 a
re

 d
ec

ea
se

d.
  

 M
r. 

C
hr

is
te

ns
en

’s
 c

hi
ld

re
n,

 M
ar

y
C

hr
is

te
ns

en
 K

ey
 an

d 
St

ev
en

 C
hr

is
te

ns
en

 w
er

e i
nc

lu
de

d 
in

 th
e c

om
pa

ny
 to

 as
si

st
 th

ei
r f

at
he

r i
n 

bo
th

op
er

at
in

g 
an

d 
ul

tim
at

el
y 

cl
os

in
g 

do
w

n 
th

e 
bu

si
ne

ss
.

Th
is

 w
el

l w
as

 in
te

nd
ed

 to
 b

e s
ol

d 
fo

r p
ot

en
tia

l u
se

 in
 a 

se
co

nd
ar

y 
re

co
ve

ry
 p

ro
je

ct
 w

he
n 

M
s.

K
ey

 a
nd

 M
r. 

C
hr

is
te

ns
en

 li
qu

id
at

ed
 th

e 
co

m
pa

ny
.  

B
ec

au
se

 th
er

e 
w

as
 so

m
e 

qu
es

tio
n 

as
 to

 w
he

th
er

th
e 

w
el

l w
ou

ld
 b

e 
tra

ns
fe

rr
ed

, a
 p

lu
gg

in
g 

re
se

rv
e 

of
 $

30
,0

00
.0

0 
w

as
 e

st
ab

lis
he

d.
  

Th
e 

sa
le

 f
el

l
th

ro
ug

h 
an

d 
C

hr
is

te
ns

en
 re

ta
in

ed
 a 

co
m

pa
ny

 to
 p

lu
g 

th
e w

el
l. 

 C
hr

is
te

ns
en

 fi
le

d 
C

om
m

is
si

on
 F

or
m

W
-3

A
 o

n 
Ju

ne
 2

8,
 2

00
0.

  I
t i

s u
nc

on
te

st
ed

 th
at

 p
lu

gg
in

g 
op

er
at

io
ns

 w
er

e d
el

ay
ed

 u
nt

il 
A

ug
us

t 2
00

1
du

e 
to

 a
 c

om
bi

na
tio

n 
of

 fa
ct

or
s i

nc
lu

di
ng

: 1
) a

cc
es

s p
ro

bl
em

s d
ue

 to
 th

e 
co

ns
tru

ct
io

n 
of

 a
 ra

ilr
oa

d
tra

ck
 o

ve
r t

he
 le

as
e 

ro
ad

 to
 th

e 
w

el
l; 

2)
 w

ea
th

er
 c

on
di

tio
ns

 w
hi

ch
 p

re
cl

ud
ed

 si
te

 a
cc

es
s;

 a
nd

 3
) t

he
av

ai
la

bi
lit

y 
of

 p
lu

gg
in

g 
rig

s.

Ti
m

e 
sh

ee
ts

 f
ro

m
 T

ET
R

A
 A

pp
lie

d 
Te

ch
no

lo
gi

es
, I

nc
., 

th
e 

pl
ug

gi
ng

 c
on

tra
ct

or
 h

ire
d 

by

C
hr

is
te

ns
en

, w
er

e 
su

bm
itt

ed
 in

to
 e

vi
de

nc
e 

de
ta

ili
ng

 th
e 

at
te

m
pt

 to
 p

lu
g 

th
e 

w
el

l. 
 T

ET
R

A
 ri

gg
ed

up
 o

n 
A

ug
us

t 3
, 2

00
1.

  O
n 

A
ug

us
t 6

, 2
00

1,
 th

e 
in

iti
al

 o
pe

ra
tio

ns
 fo

un
d 

an
 o

bs
tru

ct
io

n 
in

 th
e 

w
el

l
at

   
-1

40
0 

fe
et

.  
TE

TR
A

 c
irc

ul
at

ed
 fl

ui
d 

pa
st

 th
e 

ob
st

ru
ct

io
n 

an
d 

ra
n 

an
 im

pr
es

si
on

 b
lo

ck
 w

hi
ch

fo
un

d 
a 

be
nt

 o
ve

r r
od

.  
Fi

sh
in

g 
op

er
at

io
ns

 w
ith

 se
ve

ra
l c

at
ch

 to
ol

s s
ta

rte
d 

on
 A

ug
us

t 7
, 2

00
1.

  T
he



Oil and Gas Docket Nos. 03-0221761 Page 4
fis

h 
w

as
 h

oo
ke

d 
an

d 
pu

at
te

m
pt

s o
n 

A
ug

us
t 7

th w
er

e
in

 a
n 

at
te

m
pt

 to
 m

ill
 th

ro
ug

ac
hi

ev
ed

 3
" o

f h
ol

e 
w

hi
le

 n
ea

rly
be

nt
 ro

d 
an

d 
ot

he
r j

un
k,

 p
os

si
bl

y 
t

TE
TR

A
 sp

en
t a

 fu
ll 

da
y 

at
te

m
pt

in
g 

to
 

su
cc

es
sf

ul
.  

O
th

er
 th

an
 th

es
e 

th
re

e 
da

ys
,

O
n 

A
ug

us
t 1

3,
 2

00
1,

 C
hr

is
te

ns
en

 fo
rw

ar
de

d 
co

its
 a

tte
m

pt
s 

to
 p

lu
g 

th
e 

w
el

l a
nd

 re
qu

es
tin

g 
au

th
C

om
m

is
si

on
’s

 D
is

tri
ct

 D
ire

ct
or

 de
ni

ed
 th

is
 re

qu
es

t. 
C

A
ug

us
t 2

0,
 2

00
1 

af
te

r i
t s

pe
nt

 $
22

,0
00

 o
f i

ts
 $

30
,0

00
 p

St
ev

e 
C

hr
is

te
ns

en
 o

ff
er

ed
 h

is
 e

ng
in

ee
rin

g 
op

in
io

n 
th

at
 th

e 
ab

th
e 

ob
st

ru
ct

io
n 

w
ill

 a
llo

w
 it

 to
 b

ul
lh

ea
d 

m
ud

 la
de

n 
flu

id
 d

ow
n 

t
to

 th
e t

ot
al

 d
ep

th
. C

hr
is

te
ns

en
 b

el
ie

ve
s t

ha
t t

hi
s m

ud
 w

ill
 p

ro
vi

de
 ad

qu
al

ity
 w

at
er

 as
 th

e p
er

fo
ra

tio
ns

 in
 th

e w
el

l o
cc

ur
 5

00
0 

fe
et

 b
el

ow
 th

e 
A

 c
em

en
t p

lu
g 

w
ou

ld
 b

e 
se

t a
t t

he
 le

ve
l o

f t
he

 o
bs

tru
ct

io
n 

(±
 1

40
0)

 a
nd

 w
w

at
er

. C
hr

is
te

ns
en

 e
st

im
at

es
 th

at
 it

s r
em

ai
ni

ng
 fu

nd
s o

f $
8,

00
0.

00
 w

ou
ld

 b
e

th
e 

pr
op

os
ed

 p
lu

gg
in

g 
op

er
at

io
n.

E
X

A
M

IN
E

R
S’

 O
PI

N
IO

N

Te
xa

s N
at

ur
al

 R
es

ou
rc

es
 C

od
e 

§9
1.

10
1 

pr
ov

id
es

 in
 p

er
tin

en
t p

ar
t:

To
 p

re
ve

nt
 p

ol
lu

tio
n 

of
 su

rf
ac

e w
at

er
 o

r s
ub

su
rf

ac
e w

at
er

 in
 th

e s
ta

te
,

th
e 

co
m

m
is

si
on

 s
ha

ll 
ad

op
t a

nd
 e

nf
or

ce
 r

ul
es

 a
nd

 o
rd

er
s 

an
d 

m
ay

is
su

e 
pe

rm
its

 re
la

tin
g 

to
:..

.
(3

) t
he

 o
pe

ra
tio

n,
 ab

an
do

nm
en

t, 
an

d 
pr

op
er

 p
lu

gg
in

g 
of

 w
el

ls
 su

bj
ec

t
to

 th
e 

ju
ris

di
ct

io
n 

of
 th

e 
co

m
m

is
si

on
...

St
at

ew
id

e R
ul

e 1
4 s

et
s f

or
th

 th
e g

en
er

al
 re

qu
ire

m
en

ts
 an

d p
ro

ce
du

re
s f

or
 th

e p
ro

pe
r p

lu
gg

in
g

of
 w

el
ls

. S
ub

se
ct

io
n 

(d
)(

2)
 re

qu
ire

s 
ce

m
en

t p
lu

gs
 “

be
 s

et
 to

 is
ol

at
e 

ea
ch

 p
ro

du
ct

iv
e 

ho
riz

on
 a

nd
us

ab
le

 q
ua

lit
y 

w
at

er
 st

ra
ta

.”
 A

dd
iti

on
al

ly
, s

ub
se

ct
io

n 
(j)

 sp
ec

ifi
ca

lly
 p

ro
vi

de
s:

Th
e 

di
st

ric
t 

di
re

ct
or

 s
ha

ll 
re

vi
ew

 a
nd

 a
pp

ro
ve

 t
he

 n
ot

ifi
ca

tio
n 

of
in

te
nt

io
n 

to
 p

lu
g 

in
 a 

m
an

ne
r s

o 
as

 to
 ac

co
m

pl
is

h 
th

e p
ur

po
se

s o
f t

hi
s

se
ct

io
n.

  
Th

e 
di

st
ric

t 
di

re
ct

or
 m

ay
 a

pp
ro

ve
, m

od
ify

, o
r 

re
je

ct
 t

he
op

er
at

or
’s

 n
ot

ifi
ca

tio
n 

of
 i

nt
en

tio
n 

to
 p

lu
g.

  
If

 t
he

 p
ro

po
sa

l 
is

m
od

ifi
ed

 o
r 

re
je

ct
ed

, 
th

e 
op

er
at

or
 m

ay
 r

eq
ue

st
 a

 r
ev

ie
w

 b
y 

th
e

di
re

ct
or

 o
f f

ie
ld

 o
pe

ra
tio

ns
.  

If
 th

e 
pr

op
os

al
 is

 n
ot

 a
dm

in
is

tra
tiv

el
y

ap
pr

ov
ed

, t
he

 o
pe

ra
to

r m
ay

 re
qu

es
t a

 h
ea

rin
g 

on
 th

e 
m

at
te

r. 
 A

fte
r

he
ar

in
g,

 
th

e 
ex

am
in

er
 

sh
al

l 
re

co
m

m
en

d 
fin

al
 

ac
tio

n 
by

 
th

e



O
il 

an
d 

G
as

 D
oc

ke
t

Commission.

It is uncontested that C
Christensen dri
production sche
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FINDINGS OF FACT
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(Organization Report) a
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Matthews was filed M
Mary Sue Christensen 
also identify Ms. Key a

3. Respondent  obtained a
Bend County, Texas in
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(Producer’s Certificate
Lease), effective Marc

4. The subject well is com
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The production casing 

5. Commission records in
last reported productio
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7. The Texas Natural Res
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usable-quality water oc
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2. The Commission has ju
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subject well.
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RECOMMENDATION

The examiners recomm
attached order 
immediately fo
(04135) Lease, 
rules.

Respectfully submitted,

________________ ________________
Thomas Richter Mark Helmueller
Technical Examiner Hearings Examiner


